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Hence, admitting that the broad stream of social reform
within the English-speaking world has been fed by many
and different tributaries, we are none the less forced, by
overwhelming evidence, to the conclusion that its primary
source is the series of mountain-springs thrown up by the
Evangelical Revival. As Green has pointed out, one of the
noblest results of that Revival was "the steady attempt
which has never ceased from that day to this, to remedy
the guilt, the ignorance, the physical suffering, the social
degradation of the profligate and the poor95. Then, sig-
nificantly, he adds: "It was not till the Wesleyan impulse
had done its work that the philanthropic impulse began.35 *
In another connection Green says of this revival: cclt
changed, after a time, the whole tone of English society.
The Church was restored to life and activity. Religion
carried to the hearts of the people a fresh spirit of moral
zeal, while it purified our literature and our morals. A new
philanthropy reformed our prisons, infused clemency and
wisdom into our penal code, abolished the slave-trade, and
gave the first impulse to popular education." 3
Professor Thorold Rogers, in his exhaustive study Six
Centuries of Work and Wages, declares that he does "not
believe the mass of the peasants could have been moved
at all, had it not been for the spiritual and educational
stimulus they received from Methodist 3 organizations".
As for the inspiring genius of the Evangelical Revival, few
men of any age or country have touched the social problem
at so many angles; and no man who ever spoke the English
tongue has left behind him a nobler memorial, by way
of influence over his fellows. In 1774, thirteen years before
the Abolition Committee was formed, Wesley published his
treatise, Thoughts Upon Slavery, and never was there a more
searching exposure of that monstrosity. His attacks on the
1 Green, J. R.: History of the English People, vol. iv, p. 1618.
3 See A Short History of the English People, p. 736.
3 The word "Methodist" was often used instead of the much more compre-
hensive word "Evangelical", which has no denominational limitation.